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In June 2002 demolition workers
moved in and began the long
process of dismantling

and removing Wellington Dam.

Built on a usually dry creek over
100 years ago as a water supply
for steam trains

running through the New

South Wales Central

West, Wellington

Dam had long

passed

its use-by date.

The cost of public liability
insurance maintenance, and

the dreaded spectre of

collapse meant its removal
should have been a cinch.

It wasn't.

It took more than 2 years of
negotiations, bureaucratic
manoeuvrings and

legal wranglings before

the workers could move in.
All of this for a structure
that nobody needed

and fewer wanted.

Rivers right across the
Murray-Darling Basin

are under severe

stress from

over-regulation,

with fish breeding

patterns, environmental
flows and river geomorpholgy
altered by structures that
impede natural flow.

This has been

recognised by
governments,conservation-
ists, scientists and industry,
and the search for solutions
has begun.

What have we learned from
Wellington Dam, and how
can we apply this

knowledge to all

of the dams and

weirs across the Murray-
Darling Basin that are, or
should be earmarked to come
down over the next few
years?

The Inland Rivers Network and the
Queensland Conservation Council,
the leading non-government
organisations that have put

dams and weirs on the

policy agenda, pose

this question:

What's going down with weirs?

This one-day, facilitated workshop
will examine the institutional
impediments to dam and

weir removal, and

explore ways to

clear a path

through the

tangled web of

regulation, confusing
jurisdictions and legal obstacles
to make their removal a reality.

Scientific, legal, environmental
and policy experts will present
a variety of talks on the
impacts of dams and

weirs, the environmental

and financial costs of
maintaining these

structures, and the
institutional obstacles
inhibiting their removal.

The workshop will also
highlight the need for

all levels of government

to show more determination
and flexibility regarding

dam and weir

removal.
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The Inland Rivers Network
represents: conservationists and
individuals aligned with the goal
of restoring and conserving the
biodiversity and natural function
of the inland rivers and wetlands
of NSW.

The Queensland Conservation
Council (QCC) is Queensland’s
peak environmental organisation.
In partnership with its members,
QCC works to Protect, Conserve
and Sustain Queensland’s natural
environment.

www.riverfestival.com.au




